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Naomi Grace Macmanus
After graduation, I plan to attend Texas A&M 
University and major in Biology. I plan to 
further my education to become a therapeutic 
optometrist and run my own practice. I would 
like to tell future seniors to make the most 
out of your senior year and learn to live in the 
present moment. I have a passion to make a 
lasting impact in others’ lives through service, 
leadership, and compassion. I would not be 
where I am today without my family, friends, and 
teachers who have sacrificed so much, and, 
most importantly, God.

 Briana Nicole Cavazos
I plan to attend the University of Texas to major 
in Chemical Engineering and minor in Business. 
I have hopes to travel and study abroad, and 
one day be a project lead in my field. I want 
all current and future students to know that 
your story is yours and you have the power to 
write whatever you want in its chapters. I would 
like to thank anyone who has ever gifted me 
advice and support in all that I do. Most of all, I 
want to thank God for all the blessings He has 
presented me with. “God is within her, she will 
not fail.” -Psalm 46:5

Julia Rose Pearcy
After graduation, I plan to attend Texas A&M 
University and major in Mechanical Engineering 
in my pursuit to become an automotive engineer. 
To the future seniors, “do your work ALWAYS!!!” 
I would like to thank my parents for allowing 
me to have big dreams and for pushing me to 
achieve them, my grandparents for teaching 
me my times tables in 2nd grade, and my sister 
for always being honest. I leave you with a 
bar to push higher or jump over and raise the 
standards. Remember to always try your best. 
You must do all things with or without motivation.

Ashlynn D’anne Burns
I plan to attend Texas A&M University to study 
Forensic and Investigative Science. I strive to 
choose a career that helps others and I plan to 
one day pursue a doctorate degree. To future 
HHS seniors: don’t be afraid to step out of your 
comfort zone, and remember that God has a 
plan for you. I’d like to thank my friends and my 
family for sticking by my side, and my brother 
who got me through it all; my first best friend. 

I am driven by my passion for travel. I hope to 
one day have the money to travel the world. 
“My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever.” 
-Psalm 73:26 

Mia Melinda Dorado
After graduation, I plan to attend the University 
of Texas and major in Environmental Science. 
My future plans consist of doing hands-on work, 
hopefully around the world, as an ecologist. I am 
driven by my family and friends as they provide 
never ending support and love to keep me 
moving forward on my journey. I’d like to thank 
my teachers for their patience and knowledge, 
but also my family for their consistent guidance 
and support. I love enjoying the natural features 
the world has to offer, and I hope to keep them 
around for future generations to admire as well. 
“It always seems impossible until it’s done.” 
-Nelson Mandela

Nathan Thomas Mowers
I plan to attend the University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley to study Cello Performance 
in hopes of being a professional orchestral 
musician. My ultimate goal is to perform with the 
New York Philharmonic. To the future seniors I 
say, just constantly set goals for yourself and 
have the determination to reach said goals. 
Always have something to motivate you to help 
you push yourself. Not everyone is as privileged 
in the world as we are. Even if it gets difficult, 
don’t throw away your life. There is always light 
at the end of the tunnel, sometimes you just 
have to choose to see it. I would like to thank my 
mom, grandma, and brothers who have been 
there with me through the good and the bad.

Stephen Alexander Venegas
After graduation, I plan to attend Ohio State 
University to obtain a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. I am driven by my family, friends, 
and my longing for the best life I can achieve. 
To our future seniors: just make sure that you 
take your grades serious and believe in yourself 
even when other people might not. Do not take 
anything for granted in life. Use everything that 
you have and don’t hate others for what they 
have. Different circumstances make us who we 
are. We all receive a different deck of cards; it 
is just about how we use them. I would like to 
thank my parents for leading me along the right 

path in life. They have always made sure that I 
am okay and am able to give it my all.

Ethan Timothy Mowers
I plan to attend the University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley to obtain my Bachelor’s Degree 
in Environmental Science with a focus on 
marine conservation. I am driven by a desire to 
be successful and to contribute to protecting 
the world around me. For our future seniors: 
set goals to work towards, but remember to 
have fun along the way. I leave you with the 
wisdom that time passes quickly and that you 
should make the most of it. I’d like to thank my 
family for encouraging me and mentors like Mrs. 
Muniz, Mrs. Wiley, Mrs. Saldivar, Mr. Oelerich, 
and Mr. Longoria for always motivating me to 
do my best. “May your days be many and your 
troubles be few.” -Irish Blessing

Grace Evelyn Reed
After graduation, I plan to attend Lubbock 
Christian University to major in Psychology. I 
aspire to become a Psychologist and one day 
open my own practice. I would like to thank 
God for giving me the ability to do these things, 
and also thank my family, friends, coaches, and 
teachers. High school is supposed to be one of 
the most fun times of your life so don’t waste 
time worrying about the things you cannot 
control. Trust in God and be worry free. I am 
driven by my family’s success and wanting to 
make my peers and family proud. “Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
Lord your God will be with you wherever you 
go.” -Joshua 1:9

Jace Hollis Kushner
I plan to attend Oberlin College to study Pre-
Med and play baseball at the collegiate level. 
I aspire to play baseball professionally after 
college. After baseball, I plan to attend medical 
school and settle down with my future family. To 
our future seniors: stay driven. Don’t become 
complacent. Anything and everything is possible 
within yourself and what you believe in. Go and 
take what you believe is yours. You can do it. I 
would like to thank my mom, dad, sister, GiGi 
and all the coaches I’ve had growing up. They 
are the reason I continue going forward. They 
have ultimately made me the man I am today, 
and created a firm foundation in my life, setting 
me up for a great future.
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